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Walking with God 

 

Hello! 

 

My name is Bill McCown. Next Annual Conference I will have served thirty years in ordained ministry.     

When I entered the ministry an older minister shared a good word, ñThe highs are high and the lows are low.ò 

This has proved true in my ministry as well. However, I do not remember a time, when I did not believe God        

existed. I grew to learn how much God loved me and loved everyone. Though my commitment level has 

changed over the years, I have always been doing ñthe best that I could.ò 

 

I was baptized as an infant in December of 1968. The whole family gathered at St. Matthew United Methodist 

Church in Greenville. My grandmother took a polaroid, so I do have evidence. Growing up it seemed like we 

attended church every time the church doors opened. In May 2000 I was ordained an Elder in the United 

Methodist Church at the Annual Conference held in Orangeburg at Claflin University. We celebrated the life  

of Bill McNeil during the Conference. Bill McNeil baptized me. His daughter told me so. She used to babysit 

me years before. 

 

Looking back I did not stand out among my peers. We excelled at not volunteering nor showing interest.    

This did not change for me, when we moved out to Bethesda in Powdersville. There I became a Metho-Baptist. 

Confirmed as the youngest of a modest group. I joined out of fear for myself rather than love for God. You 

could say I made the right decision for the wrong reasons. In a life with God, we do that from time to time. 

 

In 1981 the District Superintendent came to my church. I met him.  He encouraged me to think about joining 

the ministry. He went on to describe the situation at the time. Apportioned Giving was down.  Attendance was 

falling off. Membership was also down. I did not say it, but in my mind I thought, ñI canôt save your sinking 

ship.ò I was thirteen years old. 

 

At fifteen the preacher asked me, if I would help with the Confirmation class. We planned to take a retreat to 

Asbury Hills over a short weekend. I did. We had a blast. In my college years I never left the church. Although 

I had read the Bible cover to cover a few times by then, I held many concerns about church. In those years I 

visited every denomination I could. 

 

I went to Salkehatchie as an afterthought. 

 

Some friends seemed to enjoy it. I went the next year. Within a few years I sought to go on an overseas        

mission trip. Two years later I enrolled in the seminary at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas.   

My spiritual life took flight. 

 

Since then I married later than most. I have been blessed with two children. We make a home everywhere we 

go. Itôs been said, ñHome is where your heart is.ò Weôve been blessed to call many places home. 

 

In twenty-nine years on a ñsinking ship,ò I have taught several classes of Disciple Bible Study. Worked with 

countless VBS groups. Worked with a Pre-School where my son learned to sight read. Coached athletic teams. 

I have visited four continents on short-term mission trips. (I served in the Philippines for a year through my 

SMU Internship.) Worked with Kairos Prison Ministry and Walk to Emmaus. In each situation I count it a 

privilege. God has never not shown up, although the ministries did not always go as we planned. In countless 

people I enjoyed relationships bringing meaning to me and to them. 

 

What do I do in ministry? I do what is necessary at the place and with the people I am assigned. So, I look    

forward to getting to know you better and the ministry we will pursue. I feel as if we have made a wonderful 

start together. We do have some challenges, but so does everybody. In short as your pastor, I look forward to 

fruitful years together growing this corner of Godôs kingdom.  
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 2026 Tithes & Offering 

 From June 28th 

Needed Year to Date $  169,038.40 

Total Received YTD $  208,278.75 

Overage or (Deficit) $ ( 39,240.35 ) 

CƭƻǿŜǊ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŦƻǊ нлнтΗ  
¢ƘŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ  ŦƻǊ {ƛƎƴ-ǳǇΗ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ  

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ о мл мт нп ом 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ т мп нм ну  

aŀǊŎƘ т мп нм ну  

!ǇǊƛƭ  п мм му нр  

aŀȅ  н ф мс но ол 

WǳƴŜ с мо нл нт  

Wǳƭȅ п мм му нр  

!ǳƎǳǎǘ м у мр нн нф 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ р мн мф нс  

hŎǘƻōŜǊ о мл мт нп ом 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ т мп нм ну  

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ р мн мф нс  

!ǳƎǳǎǘ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩǎ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
уκо WƻŘȅ !ǊŘΣ WǊΦ                                                                                                         
уκп aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ [ŜŜΣ wǳǘƘƛŜ hŘƻƳΣ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ aŀƘƻƴŜȅ  
уκс [ŀǊǊȅ 9ƭƭƛǎ 
уκт aƛŎƪŜȅ .ǊŜǿŜǊ                                                                                                                                 
уκу {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ .ŀǊǿƛŎƪΣ Dƛƴƴȅ Cƭȅƴǘ   
уκф /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ aǳǊǇƘȅ 
уκмм /ƭŜǾŜ 5ƻǿŜƭƭ 
уκмн .ŀǊƴŜȅ .ǊŜǿŜǊΣ {ȅƭǾƛŀ /ƭŀǊƪ                                                                                                      
уκмп YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ /ƻũŜȅ 
уκмр aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ .ƭŀŎƪ                                                                                                                            
уκмс aƛƪŜ ¢ŜǊǊȅ                                                                                                                                       
уκмт ±ƛŎƪƛŜ hǳȊǘǎΣ WƛƳ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
уκму 5ƻǊƛǎ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ                                                                                                                               
уκмф .ƛƭƭ .ǊŜǿŜǊΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ aŎ[Ŝƭƭŀƴ                                                                                               
уκнм /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ DŀǾƛƴ                                                                                                                               
уκнн ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 9ƭƳƻǊŜ                                                                                       
уκнп WǳŘȅ IƻƻƪǎΣ ¢ƻŘŘ 9ƳƳŜǊǘ                                                                                                                         
уκнр aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ƛƴŘƘŀƳ                                                                                                            
уκнс 5ŜōōƛŜ wƻǿŜƭƭ                                                                                                                   
уκнт tŀƳ ²ŜƛƴōŜǊƎ                                                           

уκм   aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ϧ tŜƎƎȅ ²ƛƴŘƘŀƳ                 
уκу   !ǊǘƘǳǊ  .Φ ϧ {ǳŜ WƻǊŘŀƴ                        
уκмп ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ ϧ DŜƴƛŜ IƻŘƎŜ                     
уκмп WǳƭƛŜƴ ϧ tŀƳ ²ŜƛƴōŜǊƎ                
уκмс ¢ŜŘ ϧ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ            
уκмт WƻŘȅ ϧ ¢ŜǊǊƛ !ǊŘ                             
уκнс [ŀǊǊȅ ϧ 9Řƴŀ 9ƭƭƛǎ                              
уκну {ǘŀƴ ϧ [ǳ bƛŎƪŜƭƭ                          



hǳǊ tǊŀȅŜǊ [ƛǎǘ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳƻǳǎ ǊƻǘŀǝƻƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΣ  
ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅΥ 

.Ŝǧȅ .ƭŀŎƪ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ 5ƻŘƎŜ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ [ŜŜ 
bƛƪƻƭŀǎ .ƻȅŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ό!ǊǝŜύ DŀƳōƭŜ bŜŀƭ aŀƘƻƴŜȅ 
LǎŀōŜƭƭŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ ²ƻƻŘȅ IŀȅƴŜǎ Wƻŀƴ hŘƻƳ 
WǳƴŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ .ƻ YƛƴƎ IŜƭŜƴŜ tŀǘƴƻŘŜ 
[ƛȊ 5Ŝƴƴȅ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ [ŜǇǇ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴ 

 

9ǊƛŎ !ƭōŜǊǘǎƻƴ [ŀǊǊȅ /ǊŀƳŜǊ /ŀǊƻƭ DŀǾƛƴ YŜƴ [ƻǾƻǊƴ WǳƭƛŜ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ {ƛƪŜǎ 

aƛŎƘŜƭŜ .ŀǎǝƴ {ƻǇƘƛŜ [ŀȅƴŜ /ƻȄ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ WŜŀƴƛŜ IŀǊŘȅ DŀǊŜƪ tŀǊƪŜǊ ¢ƛƳ ²ŜŀǾŜǊ 

{ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ .ǊŜǿŜǊ !ƴƴ /ǳǧŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜ IŀȅƎǊŜŜƴ CǊŀƴƪ tƻǊǘƻǳǎ !ƭƛŎŜ ²ƘƛǘŜƘŜŀŘ 

!ƴƴŜǧŜ .ǊƻǿŘŜǊ 5ƻǊƛǎ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .ŜǘƘ IƻƭƭŀŘŀȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎ /ȅƴǘƘƛŀ wƻŀǊƪ {ŀƭƭȅ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 

CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ /ƻƴƴƛŜ .ǳǊƪŜ tƘȅƭƭƛǎ 5ƛŎƪŀǎƻƴ !. ϧ {ǳŜ WƻǊŘŀƴ [ƛƴŘŀ wƻƎŜǊǎ 5ƛŎƪŜȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴ 

CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ .ƻō /ƭŀǊƪ  DƭŜƴŘŀ CǊƛŜƴŘ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ [ƻŎƘƴŜǊ   

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ 

ōƭƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ /ƻƭōȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ Ƙƛǎ 

Ϸрлл ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΗ 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ DƛƊǎΥ 
.ƻō /ƭŀǊƪ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ {ƘŀǊƻƴ /ǊŀƳŜǊΣ WƛƳ .ƭŀŎƪΣ wƻŎƪ ϧ ±ƛŎƪƛ hǳȊǘǎΣ {ŀƴŘǊŀ .ǊŜǿŜǊΣ        
      .ƛƭƭȅ ϧ .Ŝǧȅ /ƻũŜȅΣ tŀƳ ϧ WǳƭƛŜƴ ²ŜƛƴōŜǊƎΣ  
      IŀǊǊƛŜǘ ϧ WƛƳƳȅ IƻƭƭŀŘŀȅΣ WŜǊƛ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ ¢ƻƳƳȅ ϧ WŀƴŜ .ŜƴǘƻƴΣ  
       Wƻ DŀƳōƭŜΣ [ŀǳǊƛ ϧ CǳȊȊȅ CǳǊǎŜ 
 
WŜŀƴƛŜ IŀǊŘȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ Wƻ DŀƳōƭŜ 

/ƻƴƴƛŜ .ǳǊƪŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ Wƻ DŀƳōƭŜΣ ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊΣ [ŀǳǊƛ ϧ CǳȊȊȅ CǳǊǎŜ 

tŀǳƭƛƴŜ IƻǊǘƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ {ŀƴŘǊŀ .ǊŜǿŜǊ 

[ƻǳ IƻƭƭŀŘŀȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ ±Ŝƴǎƻƴ ϧ /ƻǊŀ bƻǊǊƛǎ 

.ǳǎǘŜǊ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ .ǊŜƴŘŀ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ  

²ŀƭǘŜǊ /ǊŀƳŜǊ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ ¢ƘŜ /ǊŀƳŜǊ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

²Φ9Φ IƻǊǘƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ {ǘŀƴ ϧ [ǳ bƛŎƪŜƭƭ 

.ƛƭƭ ±ŀƴǎŎƻȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ {ǘŀƴ ϧ [ǳ bƛŎƪŜƭƭ 

¢ƻƴȅ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ {ǘŀƴ ϧ [ǳ bƛŎƪŜƭƭ 

IƻƴƻǊŀǊƛǳƳ DƛƊǎΥ  

{ƘŀǊƻƴ /ǊŀƳŜǊ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ WŜŀƴ tǊƻǘƘǊƻ 

WƛƳ .ƭŀŎƪ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅΥ ¢ƻƳƳȅ ϧ WŀƴŜ .Ŝƴǘƻƴ 



¢ƘŜ .ŀŎƪ tŀƎŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнс 

9ǳŘƻǊŀ CŀǊƳǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎ 9ǳŘƻǊŀ CŀǊƳǎ ¢ǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ aƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎ 


